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Each March, Neighborhood House joins a statewide
campaign to raise money and food for our food markets.
During a time of year that is traditionally low in donations,
March Food Drive is a way to stock our shelves and ensure

FOOd Drlve that families get the food they need all year long.

Will you join in our efforts to help fight hunger in St. Paul? For many, these past months have been
difficult and the months to come will be challenging as well. The only way we can move forward as a
community is as a community. Your support and partnership in our efforts are how St.
Paul will begin to recover from the impacts of this pandemic.
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Start your own fundraiser on Facebook, Instagram, or through our 'ﬁerenc FOOd D}’_"IV
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Stretch your donation by donating money to Neighborhood House! Your person help, that
money will go further in our hands than at the grocery store because of stays in a person’s

our bulk purchasing power and sources.
P heart forever.”

- Jerry

John Smith
12345 Smith Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55105

Collect shelf-stable, perishable, and fresh foods to donate to Neighborhood House. Check out
the website below for more information on how to run a drive and what items to collect.

Help us accept donations, organize our shelves, and distribute groceries to shoppers at our food January/February 2021
markets or Fresh Produce Pickup events. Sign up for a shift at the link below.




Jerry was laid off from his cooking job in March 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and it's
become difficult to make ends meet. After paying his rent each month, he only has $100 left from
his social security payment. The food market at Neighborhood House, along with government food
benefits, are critical to supplementing his income.

But Jerry isn't just worried about himself, he's worried about others too. Generosity was important to
him before the pandemic and he's trying his best to continue sharing what he can with those who are
hurting.

“| can feel their pain. | can feel their worrying, their stress,” he shares. "It breaks my heart to see
that—to see people struggling every day just with basic needs, to feed themselves, to feed their
children.”

Jerry knows what it's like to go through a difficult time. When he was younger, he became involved
with drugs. “I lost my job ... my daughter came home from college and was disappointed with me,”
Jerry remembers. He tried to get better, tried to improve his life, but he couldn’t seem to get the help
he needed. “"Everywhere | went everybody told me no.”

Feeling like he had hit rock bottom, Jerry tried to take his life. After a number of suicide attempts, he
says, “That's when | realized that God wants me alive for a reason. So now | try to help other people.”

After becoming more involved with his church, Jerry took on a new lease on life. “Money doesn't last
long. Drugs don't last long. But a genuine smile lasts long,” he realized. “When you give a person
help, that stays in a person’s heart forever. People got to stop hurting one another and start helping
one another.”

“Neighborhood House is
bagging up and boxing
up more than just food.
They’re bagging up love.
They’re bagging up hope
and smiles.”

He says, “Life. That's a blessing. What you do with that blessing, that's on you.”

He's spent the last years dedicating his life to helping others. “I give [people] bus fare. If they need
food, if they need a shower, or to crash for a few days, | let them do that—without questioning what
brought them there,” he says. “I give people what | got. | don’t turn nobody away.”

Since the beginning of the pandemic, Jerry has been setting a box of food by his apartment’s
security door, almost like a miniature food market. Using his food benefits and the food market at
Neighborhood House, he's able to ensure that he and his neighbors have the food they need.

His generosity is contagious. “Now there are different neighbors who are setting out food,” he smiles.
“These times is when people got to pull together.”

“Without [Neighborhood House's] help, some of the things | do wouldn’t be possible,” he says. “I
want to thank you all for the great things that you are doing throughout this neighborhood.”

The past number of months haven’t been easy for Jerry but he's determined to remain positive.

“This pandemic will not break me down to the point where | treat people different,” he says. “If each
person would go out every day and do or say something nice to a person, do you know the difference
that would make?”

Jerry hopes to go back to work, but cooking jobs are hard to come by during the pandemic, and
restaurants will take time to recover. Until then, Neighborhood House's food markets will be there for
Jerry, just like he'll be there for his neighbors.



